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or if the significance of marriage is brought home to the parties and
the guests in an intelligible manner then the Hindu marriage
procedures may be said to be reformed to some exten.

ideal Marriage

The peculiar nature of this marriage needs some clarification.
'Kanyadanam' (giving away the bride) does not find a place herein.
The very basis of this marriage is coming together of two individuals.
The parties to the marriages allow themselves free expression of their
ideas. The choice is theirs. The exchange of garlands symbolises
the act of selection. The marriage vows will be in a language
understood by both of them. The bride usually takes the vow thus:
"In pleasure or pain, in plenty or in poverty I will be helpful to you
and act as your colleague, comrade, love and wife". The bridegroom
takes a similar vow with a slight modification in respect of a word.
Caste and religion do not figure in this marriage. Neither God is
invoked nor hymns are recited. The tali' (the sacred thread) is not
tied round the neck of the bride, there is no emphasis on auspicious
day or week or time. These marriages are performed at a time and
place convenient to both parties. Astrology does not play any part
here. There is no scope for wrangling regarding dowry and customary
presents. The expenditure does not go up on account of feast and
festivities. Ostentation is given the go by. Superstition is not allowed
to reign supreme as in the old times. The relatives, friends and
parents of both parties offer their wholehearted coooperation. Even
women can officiate at such marriages. The parties do not take
a vow to remain united till the end of their lives. Garlands are
exchanged by the bride and bridegroom at the request of the
officiating lady. She supervises the procedure relating to the
marriage- She advises the couple to treat one another with love,
affection, regard and respect and to lead a life of companioship based
on mutual dialogue unhampered by the presence of others, however
near and dear they may be.

In one view of the matter these Ideal Marriages need not be
gone through under anybody's auspices. The parties can themselves
take the vows. But as marriage is considered also as a social
institution, the vows are uttered before elders or others. No doubt
marriage involves essentially the lives of two individuals but it needs
recognition of the society as problems of children, property etc., do
arise. That is exactly why both the bride and the bridegroom express
their sentiments and views before others. This kind of marriage
opposes the intrusion of religion and the ceremonies ordained by